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What Explains Bia toward
Immigrants?

Evidence from a Conjornt Survey Ex!oer%mérﬁ m\]apan_ -

'\‘ - '\ / Y i- A ! ‘ - \ ' SV
; : \ r | ‘C"r ,“ir.,f \biA W Nt N
3 { ¢ \ \ | 5 2! e RN 2 (
=/ sﬁmgguh' e S
N - S R s 2 W -
!lr(/,/ ,{.'JA-" ‘/ ‘\;t ,l“ \\ \\
= 18 oo '26 oo T
S (9 A S e, A
! X Pa ¥ \ N
7 A /*3<~ .-‘-_ ot : >
[ = :-»'*’! ey
S st ) Nl ;
AR S
i PR P l/ ¢ , /
s ,,_; s, S
& ] \k. o - ‘.4\‘ TRre
i i A
v BTN
£y, LT N
f P \ 'if / S, YK oAt
! NPy f __a'.; '\, o (1
! ‘ y;

SN e E Instrtut gocraﬁ Scrences \ ‘; fi ;
SRR G (Contemporary Japan Group) &

i ] N 1‘“i"~<-,l“i Y el / AT
i "An emergrng ‘academic conseﬁsus contends tlpat econorﬁrc self- m;erest\aillme cannolt )\
/ ‘explain individual attitides towards immigration, in’ rl¢h1,demacraé|es Ourstudy adds// ¢ix
sUpport to this psychologically- mflected view, finding Lﬂat in Jaban a$ elsewheré skﬂleg 1
- workers prefer skilled |mmrgrants to low- skrlled mrﬂrgdahts Atr prefer/ence foj } wleg
~{l|mm|grahts which’is not unigue t(b/IJapa but-is: common across rrchscountrr[ OSLS‘; il
- doubfe”challenge’ to ‘the 'standard tenets. of neoclassical economics since fo —skrlred,_‘;
workers, provided they are not net welfare recipients, should both contribute to the e
economy as a whole and be less threatening to the jobs and wages of native high skilled
workers. Although more research is needed to trace and verify the mechanisms, our
findings are consistent with a-socially constructed “sociotropic xenophobia” for electoral
gain and business success. :




